Rasta Thomas´

ROCK THE BALLET

starring BAD BOYS OF DANCE

Rasta Thomas' "Rock the Ballet" is a joyous, sexy, high energy dance show filled with awesome music, and set against a backdrop of cool animated scenery.  

"Rock the Ballet" was created by husband and wife team, Rasta Thomas, director, and Adrienne Canterna, choreographer. 

This energetic show - which is a fusion of superb ballet technique blended with exciting hip hop, tap, contemporary dance and acrobatics - features the sexy and athletic Bad Boys of Dance. “Rock the Ballet" opened at the St. Pauli Theatre in Hamburg, Germany in 2008. Since then, the show has performed for over half a million fans in dozens of cities around the world, receiving standing ovations and rave reviews.
About the company "BAD BOYS OF DANCE"

Bad Boys of Dance was founded by dance superstar Rasta Thomas in 2007. Bad Boys of Dance first appeared at the 75th anniversary season of the world renowned American dance festival "Jacob's Pillow".  Since then, the Bad Boys have been a hit with all audiences, from the catwalks of New York Fashion Week for the opening show of designer Richie Rich, to the popular Swiss TV show “Benissimo”. These amazing dancers are virtuosos and they expand the boundaries of dance with athletic feats, endless turns and gravity defying leaps. The Bad Boys of Dance are sexy, versatile, and fun, and they are starring in the international hit show Rasta Thomas' Rock the Ballet. (www.badboysofdance.com)
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QUOTES ABOUT “ROCK THE BALLET”

 

 "Virile muscular athleticism…Absolutely dazzling dancing"
Karen Campbell, Boston Globe

"Their technique's impeccable"

New York Magazine

"The show takes the world by storm"

Sonntags Zeitung, Zurich, Switzerland, (front page of cultural section)

 

"Rock the Ballet emerges as a show that lives up to its title", "the fantastic seven have got what it takes"

Hamburger Morganpost, Hamburg, Germany

"Rock the Ballet drove the mood in the St. Pauli Theater to a boiling point!"

Hamburger Abendblatt, Hamburg Germany

 

"In the fastest-moving, most mesmerizing two hours you may ever spend in the theater, Rasta Thomas, his wife Adrienne Canterna-Thomas and the Bad Boys of Dance showed Wilmington why European and other critics are raving about the show"
Betsy Price, The News Journal, USA

“They are insanely good dancers”

“Where it turns to genius is the choreography…and the dance gives fresh meaning to the heart of the music…”

“Rarely does the State Theatre erupt with cheers of joy and a spontaneous standing ovation, but it was a natural response to this fabulous show. Come back.  We want more.”

Catherine Lambert for Sunday Herald Sun, Melbourne, Australia

“High-energy, hugely entertaining troupe from New York”

Amanda Dunn, Sunday Age Review, Melbourne Australia

“Audiences go wild", "wonderful men’s dancing"

Jussi Tossavainen for Helsingin Sanomat, Helsinki, Finland

"Breaking new ground", "high energy", "A thrill to watch", "ballet with an attitude", "amazing athleticism with surprising precision"

Stewart Lewis, WCBS Radio, New York

 

"The Bad Boys of Dance strive to free ballet from its prissy aura", "The Bad Boys of dance... are proclaiming loud and clear that ballet is sexy, spectacular, and yes, very masculine"

The New Yorker 

 “…great fun!”

Jennifer Dunning, The New York Times   
 “Look out world, Rasta Thomas has arrived”
Jennifer Dunning, New York Times         

“Rasta is one of the most remarkable artists of his generation”
Alexander Dubé, formerly Hurok Concerts

“Rasta has it all”

Patrick Swayze, American dancer, actor, singer       
“The Kid's a Genius!”
Debbie Allen, Fame, Choreographer & Director 

“These boys are simply sensational; the incredible, charismatic Rasta Thomas may well be sparking a dance revolution; these bad boys deserve the widest possible exposure; they are pure joy.”

"Oh my God; one falls in love so easily with these sexy, astounding young artists! This is brilliant."

You Tube

The first words out of everyone is - "when will they be back"!

Darlene Walley, Presenter, Wells Fargo Theater. Sonoma, CA 2008
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Interview with Adrienne Canterna and Rasta Thomas

You’ve described Rock the Ballet as “pop ballet” – can you explain what this means? 

Rasta Thomas: ROCK the Ballet (pop-ballet) is different from contemporary dance because of all the different elements we combine to make the final product. Even our approach in creating is different... It's using pop, rock or rap music and seamlessly blending solid classical ballet technique with hip hop, modern, Broadway jazz, ballroom dance & more styles to create an energy of movement not usually seen onstage. We don't want you to just leave the theater after our show, we want you to be happy and go out and dance.

Is this the show for people who think ballet is boring? 

This is definitely the show for people who think ballet is boring! Ballet is beautiful but it doesn't have to be boring or uptight!!! We are here to show the world just how fun, athletic, exciting, sexy and entertaining dance can be.

You both come from an accomplished classical background. Tell us more... 

Rasta: Most of my ballet training is from the Kirov Academy of Ballet. I've danced with many ballet companies around the world including American Ballet Theatre, the Marinsky Theatre (formerly the Kirov Ballet) and K-Ballet in Japan and won 2 Gold Medals at the International Ballet Competitions in Jackson & Varna. 

Adrienne: My professional ballet training is also from the Kirov Academy of Ballet. I won the Gold Medal at the USA IBC at 15 yrs. old & have danced with many companies all over the world including Universal Ballet in Korea, the Washington Ballet & Complexions Contemporary Ballet in NYC.

What made you decide to turn your back to classical ballet and adopt a different style of dance? 

Rasta: I don't feel I've turned my back on classical ballet.... I'm just doing it my own way! To "ROCK" means to shake things up… to wake it up… to make it cool again… and that's what we're doing. We're showcasing the best of classical ballet movements in a new light in addition to fuzing it with other styles of dance and then we are performing it to rock/pop music. My dancers are on the stage to give every audience the time of their life every night! They are absolute entertainers. I wanted to show everyone (dance lovers AND first time theater goers) that dance is not only entertaining and amazing, but fun! I've heard too many people say that ballet/dance is boring... ROCK the Ballet is changing that!
Can you tell me how the artistic project of Rock the ballet begun? 

Rasta: I wanted to create an amazing dance show featuring the Bad Boys of Dance that made people excited about dance again. I wanted to start something that was fresh, sexy and entertaining and to use all the training I had received growing up. I grew up studying many styles of dance other than ballet like jazz & contemporary. Plus I trained in martial arts & gymnastics, so when Adrienne (my wife & choreographer of RTB) and I wanted to create a show, we knew we had to incorporate all the styles we loved. It's exciting to blend different styles with a strong base of classical ballet. We call it POP-Ballet and that is the style that is danced throughout ROCK the Ballet.   

What’s the show about? Is there a continuous narrative or a series of vignettes or is each song simply a response to the music? 

We have a little bit of everything in ROCK the Ballet. There is a simple love story set to rock & pop music in the 1st act and the 2nd act is high energy dancing to amazing pop music!

How do you pick your music? 

Rasta: Adrienne (my wife & choreographer/dancer) and I wanted to choose music that not only satisfies us & our dancers, but that satisfies the audience as well. We like to choose music that is slightly more recognizable to bring a sort of comfortability to the audience. We want them to sit back and relax sometimes and other to get excited... in order to do this; great music the whole world enjoys was a key ingredient, plus amazing dancing! 

What do you hope people will come out of the show with? How do you hope to inspire of entertain them? 

We want people to leave the theater with a new found love of dance. We want people to not only recognize the talent & hard work it takes to do what we do, but for ROCK the Ballet to ignite a passion for music, movement and all that is entertainment.

In creating this show what were your personal goals as far as the choreography and artistic direction is concerned? 

Rasta: My wife Adrienne choreographed the show and I am the Artistic Director. She sees steps and is driven by music and movement & I see pictures, patterns & lights and am able to put things together, so together we make a great team. I think the challenge we always face is our constant need to make the audience happy. They are always in our minds during our creative process. 

Why did you decide to found the Bad Boys of Dance and what is the company's mission? 

Rasta- I created Bad Boys of Dance to unite the most talented and versatile young, male dancers. I wanted to showcase the strength, beauty and athleticism of male dancing and bring quality, fun, artistic shows to the masses. The Bad Boys are chosen based on their unique ability to dance many different styles and their ability to be the ultimate entertainer.

You created Rasta Thomas’ “Rock The Ballet” with your wife Adrienne Canterna. Tell us about working together and the creative process. 

Rasta-  I met my wife in dance class when I was 10 (she was 9), we have been souls mates every since. I genuinely feel that is it is a miracle we get to do what we love to do and share it with the world one show at a time. We bring out the best in each other every day, and compliment each others artistic weaknesses extremely well.

What else so you want to tell the audiences? 

We hope you enjoy Rock the Ballet as much as we enjoyed making it for you. Thank you for your support... sit back, relax and enjoy.
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SONGLISTE/ MUSIC PLAYLIST

ACT 1: BEAUTIFUL DAY

Choreography: Adrienne Canterna-Thomas,

*Rasta Thomas

I GOTTA FEELINN´ - Black Eyed Peas

VERTIGO - U2

CARMEN - Maria Callas*

AMERICAN WOMAN - Lenny Kravitz

CRASH INTO ME - Dave Mathews Band

VIDA LA VIDA - Coldplay

FAITHFULLY - Journey

WITH OR WITHOUT YOU - U2

CITY OF BLINDING LIGHTS - U2

BEAUTIFUL DAY - U2

ACT 2: ROCK YOU

Choreography: Adrienne Canterna-Thomas

IMPROV INTRO - Clint Mansell

WE WILL ROCK YOU - Queen

LET'S GO CRAZY - Prince

IN THE CLOSET - Michael Jackson

PYT - Michael Jackson

BICYCLE RACE - Queen

BABY I'M A STAR - Prince

WANNA BE STARTIN' SOMETHIN' - Michael Jackson

MAN IN THE MIRROR - Michael Jackson

WHEN DOVES CRY - Prince

IT'S ABOUT THAT WALK - Prince

ANOTHER ONE BITES THE DUST - Queen

BILLY JEAN - Michael Jackson

SMOOTH CRIMINAL - Michael Jackson

BODY LANGUAGE - Queen

THE WAY YOU MAKE ME FEEL - Michael Jackson

BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY - Queen

BAD - Michael Jackson

Biographies
Rasta Thomas - Founder / Director / Dancer)

Rasta Thomas was born in San Francisco, California in 1981 and raised in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. He studied at the Kirov Academy in Washington D.C. As a teenager, Rasta made dance competition history, winning the Special Jury Prize in the International Dance Competition in Paris, 1994, the Gold Medal at the Varna International Ballet Competition, Junior Division in 1996, and the Gold Medal at the Jackson USA International Ballet Competition, Senior Division. He became a member of Le Jeune Ballet de France in 1995, and was invited to be Principal Dancer with the Hartford Ballet in 1997.  Some of his guest credits include American Ballet Theatre, Victor Ullate Ballet of Spain, National Ballet of China, Joffrey Ballet, Lines Contemporary Ballet, Complexions Contemporary Ballet, Lar Lubovitch Dance Company and Pacific Northwest Ballet.  In 2001, Rasta was the first American to become a member of the Kirov Ballet in St. Petersburg, Russia and in 2003 he joined Dance Theatre of Harlem as a Principal Dancer. He has danced diverse roles from "Albrecht" in Giselle, "Basilio" in Don Quixote, "Ali" in Le Corsaire, to works by Balanchine, Jerome Robbins, Debbie Allen, Ulysses Dove and Jerry Mitchell.  Rasta has been in several TV documentaries, performed at the Academy Awards, was a featured dancer in an international Benefit campaign by GAP, and appeared in the feature film "One Last Dance" starring Patrick Swayze.  He performed at the White House for the President of the United States and opened for Aretha Franklin at Harlem's famous "Apollo Theater".  In 2005, Rasta starred on Broadway in Twyla Tharp's hit musical "Movin' Out". In 2007.  He performed as a guest artist in the title role in "Othello", for the Met season of American Ballet Theatre.  Rasta is the founding director of "Bad Boys of Dance" and in 2008 he created Rasta Thomas' Rock The Ballet with his wife Adrienne Canterna. 

Adrienne Canterna-Thomas – Associate Director/ Choreographer/ Dancer
Adrienne is a Kirov Academy of Ballet scholarship graduate, and the recipient of numerous national and international awards, including the Gold Medal at the USA International Ballet Competition, Junior Division in Jackson, Mississippi in1998. Other prestigious prizes include the title of "Teen Miss Dance of America" and the "Grishko Award of Excellence in Ballet."  Adrienne has performed extensively throughout the United States, Europe, Asia, Australia and the Caribbean.  As a Principal guest ballerina she danced the roles of Gamzatti in "La Bayadere", the Sugar Plum Fairy in "The Nutcracker", and Kitri in "Don Quixote" with the Universal Ballet in Seoul, Korea. She has also danced with the Washington Ballet and Complexions Contemporary Ballet. She appeared as a soloist in the "Placido Domingo Tribute to the Washington Opera”.  Adrienne also works as a dance coach and choreographer.  She is the founder and Artistic Director of "Pretty Girls of Dance". 

Jordan Lombardi - Principal

18 year old Jordan Lombardi has been the recipient of numerous awards and scholarships throughout the years. She attended the Kirov Academy of Ballet summer program for 3 years on a scholarship, and was awarded full time residency at the school as a young artist.  As a winner of dance competitions on a national level, Jordan received the title of “Miss Dance of America 2010” from the prestigious Dance Masters of America Association at their National Scholarship Pageant. She has performed as a guest with American Dance Artists and the Maryland Festival Ballet.

CHERYL SMITH – Principal

Cheryl Smith grew up training and competing in various styles of dance as well as gymnastics. After graduating high school, Cheryl expanded her dance studies at Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles, CA, studying ballet, modern, jazz, contemporary, hip hop, ballroom and Latin dance.  While attending LMU, Cheryl began dancing with choreographer Sonya Tayeh’s "Tayeh Dance", as well as Justin Giles’ "SoulEscape".  Since receiving her Bachelor of Arts degree in dance, magna cum laude, from LMU, she continues to perform in various concert venues for choreographers as well as dance commercially for artists such as Rihanna, Destiny's Child, Jessica Simpson, Florence & the Machine and JLewis.  She was one of season 7’s top 12 female dancers on the hit TV show "So You Think You Can Dance" and has most recently appeared on Dancing with the Stars in a piece by Travis Wall. Cheryl is proud to join the cast of Rasta Thomas' ROCK the Ballet. 
SERGEY KHEYLIK - Principal) 
Sergey is originally from Voronezh, Russia.  At the age of 10, he began his ballet training in Voronezh and became inspired to perform by the legendary Michael Jackson.  At 12 he went to the Bolshoi Ballet Academy in Moscow and received a scholarship from the Rudolph Nureyev Foundation to study at the Vienna State Opera Ballet School.  In 2000, he won the Hope Prize at Prix De Lausanne in Switzerland and later studied under Peter Pestov at the John Cranko Ballet School in Stuttgart, Germany. During his studies in Germany he won 1st prize at the 2001 Vienna International Ballet Competition and the gold medal in Bulgaria at the 2002 Varna International Ballet Competition. His professional career started shortly thereafter when he guested with Universal Ballet in Korea.  In 2003, he joined Vienna State Opera Ballet as a full time company member, and was invited to dance in America with Carolina Ballet the following year.  Since coming to America Sergey has enjoyed other aspects of the dance world such as performing in nightclubs and choreographing to electronic music.  His interests have recently evolved towards contemporary ballet and challenging his previous classical background. Within the past five years his companies have included Cirque Du Soleil, Los Angeles Ballet, Odyssey Dance Theatre, New Orleans Ballet Theatre, South African Ballet Theatre and Hong Kong Ballet. He was featured in a car commercial for Infinity and danced as one of the Carousel performers in Paramount Pictures’ production of The Curious Case of Benjamin Button. Sergey currently lives in Los Angeles and works as a freelance artist, traveling to different festivals frequently and sharing his talent across the world.  

SHANE OHMER – Principal

Originally from Cincinnati, Ohio, Shane began his dance training at the High School For Creative and Performing Arts. Upon an early graduation, he finished his training in Pacific Northwest Ballet School's Professional Division. He has danced in Pacific Northwest Ballet, River North Chicago Dance Company, Les Grands Ballets Canadiens de Montreal and most recently has been a guest artist for numerous companies around the world. Shane has toured extensively throughout the US, Canada, the Middle East, and Europe performing in works by Mats Ek, Ohad Naharin, Stijn Celis, Nacho Duato, William Forsythe, and George Balanchine. Recently, he created choreography for celebrity fashion designers The Blonds in NY Fashion week. Besides dancing, Shane has been a runway model in NY Fashion week for Commonwealth Utilities and Armani Exchange and was featured in GQ and GAP Press Magazines. 
Bad Boys
ALBERT CATTAFI 

Albert began dancing in New Jersey thanks to his sister Elena, and since that time has established himself as a fine young artist. His training includes the Joffrey Ballet School and Kelly Allen's For Dancer's Only. Albert was featured in Jeff Amsden's "A Few Good Men... Dancin'", has appeared in an international Coke Zero commercial, and is a member of Rasta Thomas' "Bad Boys of Dance".  As a soloist, his dancing has graced such famous stages as The New Amsterdam in NYC, Sadler Wells in London, and the Lucent Danse Theater in Holland. To great acclaim he has worked with Tony Award winning directors Des McAnuff and Jerry Mitchell when he took on the role of a dog in both "The Wiz" and "Peepshow".  Cattafi has assisted some of the countries top choreographers including Sergio Trujillo (Tony Award Winner), Ray Leeper, and Mia Michaels, as well as assisting on the creation of several Broadway shows including "Billy Elliot", "Spider-Man", and "Tarzan" (Holland). He was also the assistant choreographer on world renowned director Franco Dragone's, "INDIA".  Most recently, Albert danced on the 2010 MTV Video Music Awards for 'Florence + The Machine' choreographed by Travis Wall.  A proud recipient of the Mr. Dance of America title and is a founding member of "ROCK the Ballet".

RYAN CARLSON 

Ryan was born and raised in Jacksonville, Florida. He began his dance training at age eleven at Center Stage Dance Company. Ryan has trained in ballet, jazz, modern, lyrical, contemporary, hip hop and gymnastics. He has received many awards as a competition dancer including Teen Mr. Dance of Florida. He has also won numerous awards for choreography and began teaching with The Dancer’s Spotlight convention at age 15. Ryan is a member of the award winning “Systematic” dance crew with recognition as the winner of BET’s "Best Dance Crew". He has been a featured dancer in several music videos and TV commercials. Ryan is proud to be a Bad Boy.

SEAN DUVALL 
Sean is originally from Orlando, Florida where he began his dance training at the age of 9. Sean has spent numerous summers training in NYC at the Joffrey Ballet. His training has led him to stages across the US, Caribbean, and Japan. His choreography has won numerous awards at various competitions. Sean earned his B.S.B.A in Finance from the University of Central Florida in 2009 and is currently finishing his Masters Degree in Economics.

LEE GUMBS 

Lee Gumbs started dancing at age 5 and by 7 he received scholarships for ballet & jazz classes. Shortly after he started signing himself up for more classes without permission! This is when his mom realized this was more than a hobby. He went on to win numerous regional & national dance competitions. Lee started traveling solo at 15 to L.A., New York, Las Vegas & Virginia Beach to take advantage of scholarships he had won. At 16  he was the first boy chosen by Dance Spirit magazine as 1 of the top 3 cover models out of thousands of entries. He was featured in the magazine for 4 months. As a senior, Lee became an alumni of the Young Arts and attended Marymount Manhattan College in NYC.

CARLOS GARLAND
Carlos was born and raised in Jacksonville Florida. He started dance at the age of 13 at Lavilla School of the Arts. Originally in drama he was brought into dance through a bet by a friend in the 7th grade. He recently graduated from Douglas Anderson School of the Arts studying various styles of dance all four years. In 2005 Carlos was the winner of the Mille Lewis America's Models and Talent Competition in Dance. In his senior year of high school in 2006 he received a Merit Award in the NFAA (National Foundation of Advancement of the Arts) in hip hop. Carlos is currently attending Jacksonville University double majoring in dance and computer science. Carlos has been trained in ballet, modern, jazz, hip hop, lyrical, comtemporary, and breakdance. He has a previous background in Taekwondo of 7 years and reached a second degree black belt. Carlos and his dance crew recently won BET's 106th and Park Dance Competition twice in a row, and has been in many national and international TV commercials.

Chris McCarthy 

Chris studied at Miami Dance Town (under the direction of Manny Castro) and signed as a dancer/entertainer for C & J Productions.  Chris has performed at the NFL (National Football League) Miami Dolphins halftime show.  He was also the Principal dancer in the Las Vegas show "Judy Garland & Liza Minnelli Together Again".  Chris performed for the 2008-2009 New Year's Celebration Concert featuring Prince and Madonna in the Bahamas.
Franco Nieto

Franco Nieto was an athlete playing football for seven years before making the choice to dance.  Franco is from Vancouver, Washington, and began his training at the Vancouver School of Arts and Academics, and at Columbia Dance.  Franco graduated from Point Park University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Jazz in 2009 and danced as a member of Ezdanza in Montreal.  He has also danced with the Northwest Dance Project, based in Portland Oregon.  Nieto has performed choreographies by Robert Battle, James Canfield, Benoit-Swan Pouffer, Maurice Causey, Wen Wei Wang, Edgar Zendejas and Andrea Miller. 

TIMMY OlSON 
Tim Olson originally resides from Anoka, MN. Dancing since the age of 3, and teaching since 15, Tim has studied various styles of dance including Jazz, Tap, Ballet, Contemporary and Hip Hop at Northland School of Dance, Broadway Dance Center and Steps on Broadway. Some of his achievements include winning the 2004 National Teen title at West Coast Dance Explosion and performing in the 2005 Tanzsommer Dance Festival in Austria. Tim tours the US as an assistant teacher for NYCDA. This past year he danced with Odyssey Dance Theater in Salt Lake City, Utah, performing productions such as “ It’s a Wonderful Life”, “ Giselle”, and “ Romeo and Juliet”.

DANIEL VANISKA 
Daniel is extremely excited to be a part of the Bad Boys family. Growing up in New Jersey, Daniel had the opportunity to train extensively at Broadway Dance Center and Steps on Broadway in New York City. Some of his performing credits include: The First National Tour of The Music Man, Nights on Broadway II and III at Caesars Palace and Footloose- choreographed and directed by Emmy award winning and Tony nominated choreographer AC Ciulla. Most recently, Daniel performed the broadway musical Hairspray onboard the world's largest cruise ship, Royal Caribbean's Oasis of the Seas.  
CASEY LEE ROSS 

Casey's theater credits include: Wicked, Chess, Children of Eden. His film credits include: The Other Guys (Mark Walhberg's Dance Double) and Step Up. His Bollywood film credits include: Never Say Goodbye, Ta Ra Rum Pum. His television credits include: Law and Order, Gossip Girl, Flight of the Conchords. National Commericals and Live Events: Victoria Secrets, Dr. Schulls, Six Flags Great Adventure, Phillip Morris, Burger King, Jell-o Instant Pudding, Intel, Reebok, Nike, Panasonic.

James Boyd

James was born and raised in Jacksonville, Florida and started dancing at age eleven at Dansations Performing Arts Center. His training led him to earn his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Suny Purchase College in 2010.  James became fluent in ballet, jazz, hiphop, breakdance, modern and tap.  He has received numerous scholarships from the conventions Los Angeles Dance Force, Urban Jamm, Company Dance and New York City Dance Alliance.

Brandt Martinez

Brandt trained at a very young age in Arizona where he is from, at Spisak Dance Academy in Ballet, Tap, Jazz, and Hip Hop.  Later he furthered his dance education at Tempe Dance Academy where he learned many different styles that make him the versatile dancer he is today.  As a featured dancer in the International Dance Alliance Brandt toured over 5 countries in Europe.  He also was an original cast member in the international show “Ballroom Blitz!”.  Brandt has worked with many choreographers such as Tabitha and Napoleon, Tyce Deorio, TOKYO, Joe Lanteri, Joey Downing, and Jason Parsons.  He has been a featured dancer in the annual show “The Spirit of Christmas” in Phoenix Arizona for the past two years. 

The creativE team

William Cusick  (Video / Projection Designer)
William is a video and projections designer based in NYC, whose work has recently been seen in productions at the BAM Harvey, Lincoln Center Theater, New York Theater Workshop, PS122, Culture Project, Ontological-Hysteric Theater, and The Chocolate Factory, as well as various theaters in Europe and Canada.  Cusick is the recipient of the 2007 Henry Hewes Design Award for Projections for his work on Tom Stoppard's The Coast of Utopia at Lincoln Center Theater.  Cusick has designed four original productions for the experimental theater company Temporary Distortion, including the recent Americana Kamikaze at PS122. Cusick is a recipient of the NEA/TCG Career Development Program for Designers for 2009-2011.

Ko-Designer Projektionen: Jon Weiss Animationen: Collin Holmes Illustrationen: TaraFawn Marek Fotografien: Tim Boyd, Helen Cook, William Cusick, Gregory Lee, Bill Jacobus, Paul Sapiano, Jon Weiss Kurzauftritt: “The Peach Tarts” mit den Tänzerinnen Jessica Pagan, Jessica Savage und Jessica Silver Video Playback: Isadora von Troika Tronix 
PHILLIP CARMAN  (Ballet Master/Resident Director) 
Former Artistic Director of the Maryland Ballet, Mr. Carman has enjoyed an illustrious career in the ballet. As a member of the Pennsylvania Ballet, National Ballet of Canada, Les Grands Ballets Canadiens, & Tanz Projekt Munchen, he has amassed a wealth of experience.  Phillip is in popular demand as a Master Teacher, Choreographer & Arts Council specialist. He has served as a Cultural Ambassador in Italy, and his choreography continues to receive enthusiastic reviews in Europe and the USA. Phillip is a "dancers' director".  As Artistic Director of the Maryland Ballet, he was recognized by the City of Baltimore for his contributions to the cultural fabric of Baltimore. He enjoys his work as an international competitions' coach, and graces the judging panels of top dance competitions. Mr. Carman was the Artistic Director of the St. Paul Chamber Ballet and has been on faculty at Miami City Ballet, Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet and Boston Ballet. 

Lutin Tanner (Lighting Designer/Production Stage Manager)
Hails from Mankato, MN.  He received a BA in Dance and Theatre from Western Michigan University. He started his career as a dancer with Garth Fagan Dance, whom he performed nationally and internationally with for 5 years.  He then went on to become Resident Lighting Designer & Production Manager for Dance New Amsterdam. In recent times Lutin has lit pieces for Arthur Aviles, Sara Baird, Brian Brooks, Theresa Duhon, Larry Keigwin, Alex Beller, Earl Mosley, Oliver Steele, Camille A. Brown, Troy Powell and Kevin Wynn.  He is currently Resident Lighting Designer for EMIA. Using his unique dance lighting perspective he has lit theatrical performances such as 7 Veils and Funeralogues. Lutin is proud to have been with Rasta Thomas's Bad Boys of Dance since its premier at Jacob’s Pillow, 2007. 

TONY MARQUES (Lighting Supervisor/Production Stage Manager) 
Tony is a freelance production stage manager and lighting designer, has mainly worked in the field of dance. Last year he designed three world premieres for “The Kings of Dance,” two new works for Jennifer Tipton on The Paul Taylor Dance Company, a world premiere for Rebecca Kelly Ballet’s 25th anniversary NY season, Wendy Osserman, SYREN, and Nicholas Andre Dance Theater. He has also designed concerts for C Eule Dance at the Cunningham Studio, The Take Dance Company at Joyce SoHo, SYREN at the Ailey Citigroup Theater and Thomas-Ortiz Dance Company at DTW. Added to that, was an invitation to design an Off-Broadway Show, “Silent Cry,” at the Lion Theater, Theater Row, and another to design a Christmas show for vocalist Linda Eder at the Palace Theater on Broadway.  

ASHLEY DAY (LightingDesigner/ProductionManager) 
Ashley graduated with a BA from the Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts, initially studying as a composer and session musician. He worked as a technician at his local theatre in Cambridge in between musical engagements, giving him the opportunity to learn and practice his lighting skills with the variety of shows that toured through the venue.  He has since toured extensively around the UK and Europe, lighting numerous rock acts and theatrical shows, including two other shows for AIS Productions - Tango Pasion and Wild Woman Blues. He has also completed two world tours as lighting designer for Grammy nominated artist JoanArmatrading. 
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Tour Germany
25 Jan – 13 Apr 2011
Zurich/Switzerland
1 Feb – 20 Feb  2011
Amsterdam/Netherlands 

8 – 12 Mar 2011
Vienna/Austria
1 - 10 Apr 2011
Finland

Apr 2011
Basle/Switzerland
3 – 8 Mai 2011
Fringe Festival/Edinburgh

 Aug 2011
Tour France
13 Nov 2011 – 2 Jan 2012
Hamburg/Germany 

3 – 22 Jan 2012
Geneva/Switzerland 
12 - 18 Jan 2012

Effective February 2011
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